Government may have withheld evidence 


Most evidence still points to Lee Harvey 
Oswald as the lone assassin of President 
John F. Kennedy. But troubling contradic- 
tions remain, and growing questions about 
whether the government withheld some of 
what it knew after the killing 

Among latest developments: 

► A PBS Frontline special revealed a CIA 
document that may indicate the agency, de- 
spite denials, interviewed Oswald after his 
return from Russia in 1962. 

► James Johnston, counsel to the Senate's 
1975 probe, told Congress this week that new- 
ly released CIA documents suggest the agen- 
cy was hesitant to launch a full probe of pos- 
sible Cuban involvement in the killing 

► Dallas police records indicate that after 


the shooting Oswald was held in a Jail ceil 
near John Franklin Elrod, a Dallas hobo 
picked up the same day. 

Elrod told authorities in 1964 that Oswald 
recognized another prisoner, named Law- 
rence Miller, and that Oswald once met with 
Miller and Jack Ruby, the strip club propri- 
etor who two days later killed Oswald. 

The FBI has denied Elrod was in the jail at 
the time. 

Adding to the intrigue: The FBI has de- 
clined to release a 14-page report about Don- 
nell Whitter, a mechanic who serviced Ru- 
by's car. Whitter was reportedly in a car 
driven by Miller before it crashed during a 
police chase. Found in the trunk: rifles and 
automatic weapons. 


man in a storm sewer near the 
site, a man who some theorists 
say was a conspirator. 

She insists at least one shot 
came from the grassy knoll, a 
hillock from which many be- 
lieve a second gunman was fir- 
ing At the moment of the fatal 
head shot, she says, she spotted 
a puff of smoke atop the knoll. 

"It was definitely gun- 
smoke," Roach says. 

Case Closed , a new book by 
journalist-lawyer Posner, while 
critical of the Warren Commis- 
sion, agrees with its basic find- 
ings and supports the idea that 
one bullet wounded Kennedy 
and Texas Gov. John Connally. 

Posner’s basic conclusion 
that Oswald acted alone has 
been supported by several me- 
dia investigations of the newly 
released Kennedy files. 

Still, many who were there 


disagree. 

Beverly Oliver was a 17- 
year-old singer at the Colony 
Club, competitor of Jack Ru- 
by’s Carousel Club, when Ken- 
nedy was killed. She said she 
knew Ruby well, and that — 
contrary to Warren Commis- 
sion findings — he knew Os- 
wald. 

‘T was introduced to Oswald, 
about two or three weeks prior 
to the assassination, by Jack 
Ruby,” she says of the man 
who shot Oswald two days after 
Kennedy’s death. "He said 
‘This is my friend, Lee Oswald. 
He’s with the CIA.’ ” 

Adds Jean Hill, a 62-year-old 
Dallas schoolteacher who says 
she was the closest spectator to 
Kennedy when he suffered the 
fatal head shot: “At the very in- 
stant that Kennedy’s head ex- 
ploded, I saw a rifle flash and a 


puff of smoke on the grassy 
knoll behind the picket fence.” 

She says she saw “the out- 
line” of the shooter, although 
no one reported spotting a sec- 
ond gunman at the time of the 
kitting. 

Bill Newman, 52, was also at 
the scene. He and his wife, 
Gayle, were captured on film 
covering their two young chil- 
dren with their bodies as gun- 
fire rings out He’s not sure if 
there was a conspiracy, but he 
is certain the matter should be 
investigated further. 

“There are people still re- 
searching Lincoln’s assassina- 
tion,” he says. “So I’m not sure 
we’ll have the answer in my 
lifetime. But I’m optimistic 
enough to hope that we will 
find it someday.” 


► JFK on TV, 3D 



